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Edges of beds, lawns, paving and plants 
shape our work as designers, says pre-
registered member Susan Young. She 
encourages us to take a look at where 
elements in the garden begin and end

Look at the silhouettes 
of tree skeletons 
against the winter sky, 
and at shadows on the 
turf. A dominance of 
line contributes to the 
atmosphere in a 
garden – it can be 
graphic and urban, 
or country. 

Then there are edges 
at angles. They can 
protrude as part of a 
feature. They could be 
a hazard in certain 
situations. The reverse 
of a protrusion is a 
recess.

Spaces between 
edges suggest 
simplicity versus 
complexity. Those  
spaces can be 
proportions.

The written word on 
signs, and lines in 
sculpture help to 
determine culture and 
antiquity, a sense of 
place.

Just look around 
– edges are 
everywhere. Sharp, 
smooth, curved for 
safety or style, and 
with contrasts 
between textures. 
They can be absorbent 
or shed liquid, they 
can be smooth or 
infinitely unsmooth. 
Edges are lines where 
two surfaces meet. 

Ecologically speaking, 
edges can be blurred 
– consider the habitat 
changes between a 
hedge, a tree canopy 
or a pond. 

Edges and their 
relationships create 
patterns, and edges 
can define a texture 
which can be a regular 
or irregular pattern.

As designers we work 
in creative 3D, which 
is usually drawn in line 
but lines change. 
Surfaces are planes of 
lines with edges that 
vary, depending on 
where you are as you 
look at them. Edges of 
colours can harmonise 
or contrast, in plants, 
on hard landscaping 
materials, and with 
garden furniture. 

 Ihave always enjoyed the art of line, particularly in sketching 
the human form and the edges of leaves, but I became more 
acutely aware of the edges of things after seeing a series of 

installations and live projects that had been brought together 
under that very title, The Edges of Things, by artists Neville Gabie 
and Joan Gabie, at Blickling Hall in Norfolk, in May 2019.

It awakened me to the part played by the edges of things not 
only in life, but in garden design in particular. If you analyse 
it, it is the edges of paving, of lawns, even tree canopies, that 
delineate our work.

Andrew Wilson’s Core CPD session, held in January 2021, 
was the next lightning moment. During the course of that class, 
Andrew revealed the importance of edges in the process of 
adjudicating garden designs. It left me thinking that more could 
be made of the subject in our design education and encouraged 
me to create the mood board of words and pictures shown here, 
on these pages. 
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